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PRESS RELEASE 

October 12. I 988 

Legendary "The Phantom of the Opera" Film and Lecture at Art Museum 

The Cleveland Museum of Art will present the classic silent film version 
of the horror story, "The Phantom of the Opera," with live organ music by 
internationally acclaimed accompanist Dennis James, on Thursday, October 27, 
at 7=30 pm in the Museum's Gartner Auditorium. 

In Rupert Julian's renowned 1925 film, Lon Chaney plays the disfigured, 
vengeful composer who lives in the bowels of the Paris opera house; Mary 
Philbin is the innocent singer v/ho becomes his prey. The 35nmi archive print 
to be screened here has the finest visual quality of any extant copy — 
reconstructed from material Universal Pictures gave to the George Eastman 
House in Rochester, which is lending the film for this event. The print will 
also include a color sequence restored by the UCLA Film and Television 
Archive. The Museum's recently acquired state-of-the-art 35mm projection 
equipment — used for the first time last April for the sold-out screening of 
the vampire classic "Nosferatu" — will show "The Phantom of the Opera" as it 
was meant to be seen, without the jerky, accelerated movement that viewers 
have come to associate with vintage melodramas. Dennis James, who plays for 
silent films throughout the United States and abroad and who played for 
"Nosferatu," is organist of the Ohio Theatre in Columbus. 

Film admission is $6 ($4 for Museum members). General admission tickets 
are available in advance at the Museum Bookstore, or by sending a check and 
self-addressed stamped envelope to The Cleveland Museum of Art, Attention: 
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Film Program, III 50 East Boulevard, Cleveland, OH 44l06. Ticket orders 
received too late to be filled by mail will be held at the door. Student and 
senior citizen tickets, if available, will go on sale for $4 at 6 : 30 pm the 
evening of the show. Tickets cannot be reserved by telephone . 

In a lecture on the same afternoon at 4:30pm, Helen Borowitz of the 
Museum's education staff will use slides and music to recount the long, 
troubled construction of the Paris Opera House that inspired the novel on 
which the film and the current Broadway musical are based. Admission to the 
slide lecture is free and tickets are not required. 
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For more information or photographs, please contact the Public Information 
Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, III 50 East Boulevard, Cleveland OH 44106- 
216/421-7340. 



